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Supporting Document 

The purpose of this supporting document is to serve as an 

illustrative guide to support and supplement the Brentwood Local 

Plan. It contains maps and infographic depicting key issues and the 

proposed future planning strategy, as part of Brentwood's plan-

making process. Some illustrations are used in the Pre-Submission 

Local Plan, others provide additional context.

For more information please refer to the Brentwood Local Plan and 

other supporting documents available to view at:

www.brentwood.gov.uk/localplan

http://www.brentwood.gov.uk/localplan
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Spatial Context
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0 1  S PAT I A L  C O N T E X T

Queens Road in 1895

Brentwood High Street 1870 Brentwood High Street 1907

A station in Edwardian time

Kings Road 1907Wilson corner 1909

The settlement of ‘Burnt Wood’ was built along a Roman road and was first 
mentioned in 1176 in the Pipe Roll of the Exchequer. From the very beginning, 
Brentwood was a resting point for pilgrims travelling to Canterbury. It was regarded 
as an hamlet in the parish of South Weald throughout the Middle Ages, and in 1227 
Henry II granted a Charter for a market there, encouraging the town’s growth.

During the early 19th century, the population exploded from 1,007 in 1801 to 2,362 
in 1841.

When the railway arrived in 1840, the town embraced the benefits that it brought 
and grew.

The construction of major roads and motorways during 1920s-1980s further 
improved connections and enabled places to grow, providing for new generations

H I S T O R I C  E V O L U T I O N

Photos and map sources:

‘Brentwood: A History and Celebration’ by Frances Clamp

 ‘Brentwood: A History’ by Jennifer Ward’
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0 1  S PAT I A L  C O N T E X T

L O C A T I O N  C O N T E X T :  B R E N T W O O D  I N  T H E  W I D E R  R E G I O N

Brentwood is 20 miles norrh-east of central London, just outside the M25. It is ideally 
located near urban conveniences and excellent transport links, within the wider context 
of the rural Essex countryside - offering the best of both worlds to its residents.
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River

Waterbody

Open space and park

Built-up area

Brentwood Borough boundary
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0 1  S PAT I A L  C O N T E X T

S U R R O U N D I N G  S E T T L E M E N T S  A N D  A U T H O R I T I E S
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0 1  S PAT I A L  C O N T E X T

E C O N O M I C  A N D  T R A N S P O R T  L I N K S
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Proposed Brentwood Enterprise Park

Proposed Dunton Hills Garden Village

Basildon Enterprise Corridor

Lower Thames Crossing

Railway

Major settlement

Key destination
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0 1  S PAT I A L  C O N T E X T

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  B O U N D A R Y :  P A R I S H
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A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  B O U N D A R Y :  W A R D S
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0 1  S PAT I A L  C O N T E X T

G R E E N  B E L T  C O N T E X T  B E F O R E  L O C A L  P L A N  S I T E  A L L O C A T I O N S 

M E T R O P O L I T A N  G R E E N  B E LT
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G R E E N  B E L T  C O V E R A G E  C O M P A R I S O N

Brentwood*

Total area:

Green Belt*:

*:  87% after adoption of the Local Plan.

153,100 ha 

89% 

Basildon

Total area:

Green Belt:

110,000 ha 

63%

Thurrock

Total area:

Green Belt:

163,400 ha

70%

Havering

Total area:

Green Belt:

112,300 ha

> 50%

Chelmsford

Total area:

Green Belt:

342,000 ha

34%

Epping Forest

Total area:

Green Belt:

339,000 ha

93%
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0 1  S PAT I A L  C O N T E X T

Development Needs and Borough Character

The Local Plan sets out the Council's strategy to manage future 

development. At its heart is a vision to meet the borough's development 

needs for new homes and jobs while retaining local character and 

environmental qualities. These qualities are what make Brentwood 

Borough such an attractive place to live, work, and visit. This is a 

difficult balance to get right, and so we value the input of local residents, 

businesses and stakeholders to inform the way forward.

G R O W T H  S T R A T E G Y
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Borough of Villages

At the centre of the Borough is the market town of Brentwood and its 

suburban areas. The town is surrounded by countryside, within which 

are several villages. These villages are linked to Brentwood and use the 

town for services and facilities. The unique nature of our market town and 

surrounding villages set amongst the countryside is fundamental to the 

Borough’s character.

Transit Corridors

• Central Brentwood Growth Corridor - with the A12 and the Great 

Eastern Main Line to London Liverpool Street Station

• South Brentwood Growth Corridor - with the A127 and the London, 

Tilbury and Southend Railway to London Fenchurch Street Station

Focusing growth along these axes will ensure that future development 

is sustainable, maximising the benefits of transport infrastructure. While 

some investment to improve the transport network will be inevitable, this 

growth strategy ensures economies of scale are reached, with the critical 

mass of development making it more viable for such investment to occur.

Growth Areas

Considering the character of the borough and our overarching aim to 

deliver sustainable development in transit corridors through a process of 

sequential analysis and review of sites, two key growth areas have been 

identified to meet development needs:

• the Central Brentwood Growth Corridor; and

• the South Brentwood Growth Corridor

Development in inaccessible locations outside these growth corridors will 

be limited. This will not only promote sustainable development but also 

help retain the local character. Brownfield opportunities will be prioritised 

where appropriate.
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Settlement 
Hierarchy

02
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0 2  S E T T L E M E N T  H I E R A R C H Y
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P O P U L A T I O N  D A T A  S U R V E Y  A R E A

Source: Map of survey area and and data were reproduced from the Office for National Statistics NOMIS Service (2011) Key Statistics KS102EW.  Available at: www.nomisweb.co.uk
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0 2  S E T T L E M E N T  H I E R A R C H Y

B R E N T W O O D  P R O P O S E D  S E T T L E M E N T  H I E R A R C H Y
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Type of Settlement Settlement Name Population (2011 Census)

Large towns and urban neighbourhoods in compact urban settings that collectively form the Brentwood Urban Area. They provide a wide range of services and opportunities for employ-
ment, retail, education, health and leisure facilities to the immediate residential areas as well as to the wider population in the borough. They are typically highly accessible and well served 
by public transport provision, including rail services, and existing infrastructure.

Development opportunities should focus on making the best use of land, with higher density and brownfield redevelopment being prioritised, consistent with local character. Infrastructure 
capacity should inform the appropriate level of development and development contribution. 

Settlement Category 1

Large town Brentwood 22,410

Large town Shenfield 20,790

Urban neighbourhood Hutton 1,405

Urban neighbourhood Pilgrims Hatch 5,632

Urban neighbourhood Warley 2,213

Urban neighbourhood Brook Street 1,093

Larger villages in a rural setting, with high levels of accessibility and public transport provision, including rail services. They provide a range of services and facilities to 
the immediate residential areas and nearby settlements.

Appropriate urban extension and brownfield redevelopment opportunities will be encouraged to meet local needs. The level of development in these settlements should 
consider their infrastructure constraints and setting.

Settlement Category 2

Large village Ingatestone (including Heybridge) 4,812

Large village West Horndon 1,537

Garden village (proposed) Dunton Hills n/a 

Villages in a sparse rural setting that provide day to day needs for local residents.

Brownfield redevelopment opportunities and limited urban extensions will be encouraged to meet local needs where appropriate. Development should be appropriate 
to the rural setting of the area.

Settlement Category 3

Rural village Blackmore 829

Rural village Doddinghurst 2,550

Rural village Herongate 648

Rural village Ingrave 1,198

Rural village Kelvedon Hatch 2,124

Rural village Mountnessing 494

Remote and small rural villages and hamlets in a sparse rural setting, with poor public transport, limited shops, jobs and community facilities; some of these settlements 
rely on nearby settlements for services. Development opportunities are limited, although as with larger villages brownfield redevelopment opportunities will be encour-
aged to meet local needs where appropriate.

Settlement Category 4
Remote rural village Wyatt’s Green 936

Remote rural village Hook End 637

Remote rural village Stondon Massey 359

Remote rural village Fryerning 255

Remote rural village Great Warley 309

Remote rural village Little Warley data not available

Remote rural village South Weald 233

Other hamlets in the Borough, which are more isolated and dispersed with limited connectivity and services. They mainly rely on nearby settlements for services 
and therefore not suitable for new development.

Source: Map of survey area and and data were reproduced from the Office for National Statistics NOMIS Service (2011) Key Statistics KS102EW.  Available at: www.nomisweb.co.uk
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Environmental 
Context

03
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0 3  E N V I R O N M E N TA L  C O N T E X T

T O P O G R A P H Y
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L A N D S C A P E  C H A R A C T E R
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0 3  E N V I R O N M E N TA L  C O N T E X T

E N V I R O N M E N T  A N D  B I O D I V E R S I T Y
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P R O T E C T E D  U R B A N  O P E N  S P A C E
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0 3  E N V I R O N M E N TA L  C O N T E X T

F L U V I A L  F L O O D  Z O N E S

Source: Data provided by the Environmental Agency, 2018
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P O T E N T I A L  F L O O D  R I S KD R A I N A G E  A R E A S
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Socio-Economic 
Context

04
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0 4  S O C I O - E C O N O M I C  C O N T E X T

At the heart of the borough is the 
market town of Brentwood and its 
wider urban villages set amongst 
attractive natural landscape of the 

Essex countryside

The borough’s population is over 73,600 
with a significant retired population - an 

ageing population trend projected to 
continue

B R E N T W O O D ' S  P R O F I L E

ONS data 2015/2016 indicates an 
economic activity rate of 79%, slightly 

lower than the regional rate of 80.1% but 
higher than the GB rate of 77.9% Notably 

the number of self-employed persons 
was at 12.5% which was significantly 
above East of England (10.7%) and 
GB (10.3%) averages. Long-term 

unemployed rates were less than both 
regional and national averages

The health of people in Brentwood 
is generally better than the England 
average. Deprivation is lower than 

average, however about 10.8% children 
live in poverty. Life expectancy for both 

men and women is higher than the 
England average. Local health priorities 

include improving the health of older 
people,

increasing vaccination coverage, and 
reducing cardiovascular disease by 
reducing the prevalence of obesity

The Inter Departmental Business 
Register (ONS) UK Business Counts 

(2016) indicates a strong bias towards 
micro enterprises (90.6%) in the 

Brentwood Borough which is higher 
than the East of England figure of 

89.7% 
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The current housing stock is largely 
made up of detached and semi-
detached houses with less small unit 
accomodation

The higher average salaries in London 
and the south-east have resulted in higher 

house prices, making affordability a 
pressing issue in Brentwood

The Pre-Submission Local Plan 
provides for development to meet the 
borough's housing need of 454 new 

homes per year (the Government's set 
requirement)

Public transport, bus services in particular, 
are centred on Brentwood Town Centre, 
making accessibility an issue for villages 

with infrequent services and lack of 
evening running

The arrival of Elizabeth Line at 
Brentwood and Shenfield will improve 
the existing service and provide new 
direct links through central London

average borough house price

v s  £ 2 1 7 , 8 8 8

        £ 4 2 0 , 1 1 1 4 5 4

average England house price

new homes per year



Brentwood Borough Council is a 
partner in the Association of South 
Essex Local Authorities (ASELA), 
working together to achieve cross-
boundary improvements and 
investment in infrastructure to 
deliver growth. The borough is within 
the South East Local Entreprise 
Partnership (LEP), the business-led, 
public/private body established to 
drive economic growth across Essex, 
Kent, and East Sussex.

Brentwood is a relatively affluent 
borough with a diverse local economy. 
The combination of transport links, 
country parks and open green spaces 
make the borough a very attractive 
place to live, and a significant 

proportion of the local population 
commute to London for work.

In terms of retail provision, residents 
in the borough have good access 
to major regional retail centres as 
well as local facilities. The area also 
has excellent access to surrounding 
employment opportunities.
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0 4  S O C I O - E C O N O M I C  C O N T E X T

B R E N T W O O D ' S  R E G I O N A L  E C O N O M I C  P R O F I L E
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0 4  S O C I O - E C O N O M I C  C O N T E X T

B R E N T W O O D ' S  R E G I O N A L  E C O N O M I C  P R O F I L E :  S U R R O U N D I N G  S H O P P I N G  C E N T R E S



40

Brentwood Borough Profile  |  February 2019

B R E N T W O O D ' S  R E G I O N A L  E C O N O M I C  P R O F I L E :  S U R R O U N D I N G  E M P L O Y M E N T  C E N T R E S
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0 4  S O C I O - E C O N O M I C  C O N T E X T

B R E N T W O O D ' S  R E G I O N A L  E C O N O M I C  P R O F I L E :  T R A V E L  T O  W O R K  P A T T E R N S
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0 4  S O C I O - E C O N O M I C  C O N T E X T

Designated Centres Primary Shopping Area

A Town Centre is often the principal centre(s) in a local council area. In rural areas, they are likely to be market towns and other centres of similar size and role which provide a range of 
facilities and services.

Town Centre
Brentwood Town Centre  Brentwood High Street

District Shopping Centres usually comprise groups of shops often containing at least one supermarket or superstore, and a range of non-retail services, such as banks, building societies, and 
restaurants, as well as local public facilities such as a library.

District Shopping Centres
Shenfield Hutton Road  Hutton Road

Warley Hill area  n/a

Ingatestone High Street  Ingatestone High Street

Proposed District Centre at Dunton Hills Garden Village  (to be informed by the South Brentwood Growth Corridor evidence)

Local Centres usually include a range of small shops of a local nature, serving a small catchment. Typically, Local Centres might include, amongst others, shops, a small supermarket, a 
newsagent, a sub-post office and a pharmacy. Other facilities for day-to-day conveniences could include a hot food takeaway and a laundrette. 

Local Centres
West Horndon Village Centre 

Blackmore Village Centre

245-267 Ongar Road

Brook Street Post Office

Church Lane

Doddinghurst Post Office, Doddinghurst Road

Herongate Post Office, Brentwood Road

1-23 Eastham Crescent

200-216 Rayleigh Road

60-74 Woodland Avenue

Hanging Hill Lane Post Office, Hanging Hill Lane

Blackmore Road

Kelvedon Common Post Office, Church Road

Danes Way/Hatch Road

2-8 Harewood Road

245-267 Ongar Road

Stondon Post Office, Ongar Road

The Keys, Eagle Way

 n/a

R E T A I L  H I E R A R C H Y
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B R E N T W O O D  A B S O L U T E  C H A N G E  I N  E M P L O Y M E N T  B Y  S E C T O R  ( 1 9 9 7 - 2 0 1 6 )

Source:  Reproduced from Brentwood Economic Futures 2013-2033, Final Report, 2018

E M P L O Y M E N T  C H A N G E  I N  B R E N T W O O D  A N D  T H E  E A S T  O F  E N G L A N D

Source:  Reproduced from Brentwood Economic Futures 2015-2030, Final Report, 2014
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0 4  S O C I O - E C O N O M I C  C O N T E X T

D E P R I V A T I O N  L E V E L S
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Housing 
Provision

05
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0 5  H O U S I N G  P R O V I S I O N

S T E P P E D  H O U S I N G  T R A J E C T O R Y  2 0 1 6  –  2 0 3 3

Source: Five Year Housing Land Supply Statement, 2018



50

Brentwood Borough Profile  |  February 2019



51

0 5  H O U S I N G  P R O V I S I O N

G Y P S Y  A N D  T R A V E L L E R  S I T E S
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Actual location to 
be determined by 
the masterplanning 
process for the garden 
village.
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Character Areas

06
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0 6  C H A R A C T E R  A R E A S

C O N S E R V A T I O N  A R E A S
Source: Maps reproduced from Brentwood's Conservation Area Appraisals. Available at: https://www.brentwood.gov.uk/index.php?cid=31 

https://www.brentwood.gov.uk/index.php?cid=31 
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0 6  C H A R A C T E R  A R E A S

H O U S I N G  T Y P O L O G I E S
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E M P L O Y M E N T  S P A C E  T Y P O L O G I E S
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Community 
Infrastructure

07
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0 7  C O M M U N I T Y  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

H E A LT H C A R E  F A C I L I T I E S
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S P O R T  F A C I L I T I E S
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0 7  C O M M U N I T Y  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

C O M M U N I T Y  A N D  V I L L A G E  H A L L S
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S E N I O R  H O U S I N G
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0 7  C O M M U N I T Y  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

S C H O O L S  A N D  C A P A C I T Y

Primary school

Secondary school

Independent / private school

Potential new school location
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Other 
Infrastructure

08
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0 8  O T H E R  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

T R A N S P O R T  A N D  T R A V E L
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C O M M U N I C A T I O N  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E
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Key Diagram

09
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0 9  K E Y  D I A G R A M

Built-up areas
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Built-up areas
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