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0 1  C O N T E X T

Just 20 miles north-east of Central London  and a stones throw from the M25, Brentwood is ideally located, offering the best of both 

worlds between excellent transport links and quality environment

Located within the London Arc, well served by road and rail networks, the majority of Brentwood’s population commute to London for work

B R E N T W O O D ’ S  S T O R Y
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At the heart of the borough is the market town 

of Brentwood and its wider urban area, 

which is surrounded by villages  set amongst 

the countryside and attractive natural 

landscape

The borough’s population is over 73,500 
with a  significant retired population 

- an ageing population trend projected to 

continue

89% of the borough is within London’s 

Metropolitan Green Belt

The current housing stock is 

largely made up of detached 

and semi-detached 

houses with less small unit 
accomodation

Partly because of higher average salaries in 

London and the south-east, house prices 
have been driven up making affordability a 

pressing issue in Brentwood

The old regional plan target of 175 new homes 

per year has been abolished (total 3,500 

new homes 2001-2021). Now the borough’s 

need is 360 new homes per year, which is 

7,200 over 20 years

average borough house price new homes per year

new homes per year
v s  £ 2 2 0 , 0 0 0 175

80%
of the borough’s population 

own their home

Public transport, bus services in particular, are 

centred on Brentwood Town Centre, 

making accessibility an issue for villages with 

infrequent services and lack of evening 
running

The arrival of Crossrail at Brentwood 

and Shenfield will improve the existing 

metro service and provide new direct links 

through Central London. This could 

provide opportunities for development  

and investment, but also challenges for 

existing infrastructure capacity 

The borough has low unemployement and 

a good economically active population. 

However, there is currently an imbalance 

between skills and jobs because of the 

population working in London

        £ 3 2 0 , 0 0 0 360

average England house price
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0 1  C O N T E X T

Borough of Villages

At the centre of the Borough is the market town of Brentwood and its 

suburban areas. The town is surrounded by countryside, within which 

are several villages. These villages are linked to Brentwood and use the 

town for services and facilities. The unique nature of our market town and 

surrounding villages set amongst the countryside is fundamental to the 

Borough’s character.

Transport Corridors

Two major transport corridors run through the Borough:

•     A12 Corridor: A12 & Great Eastern railway to London Liverpool Street

•     A127 Corridor: A127 & Essex Thameside railway to London 

Fenchurch Street

Infrastructure is key to considering where development needs can be 

most sustainably met. Some locations within these corridors provide 

good access to services and facilities. However, current capacity issues 

need to be considered.

These transport corridors, together with the character of the Borough’s 

central market town and surrounding villages, create four distinct areas 

when considering how to meet development needs:

•     Rural North

•     A12 Corridor

•     Rural South

•     A127 Corridor

O U R  A P P R O A C H
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Development Needs and Borough Character

The Local Plan will set out the Council’s strategy and planning policies 

to manage future development. At its heart will be a vision to meet the 

Borough’s development needs for new homes and jobs while retaining 

local character and environmental qualities. These qualities are what 

make Brentwood Borough such an attractive place to live, work and visit. 

It will be a difficult balance to get right, and so we value the input of local 

residents, businesses and stakeholders to inform the way forward.
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0 2  I S S U E S

B R E N T W O O D  I N  W I D E R  R E G I O N

11
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Epping Forest

Basildon

Thurrock

Havering
Greater London Authority

Chelmsford

BRENTWOOD

12
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0 2  I S S U E S

E C O N O M I C  A N D  T R A N S P O R T  L I N K S

E M P L O Y M E N T  L A N D  N E E D



14

S u p p o r t i n g  D o c u m e n t   |   P a t t e r n  B o o k

E M P L O Y M E N T  C H A N G E  I N  B R E N T W O O D  A N D  T H E  E A S T  O F  E N G L A N D  1 9 9 7  -  2 0 1 4

S U R R O U N D I N G  S H O P P I N G  C E N T R E S
Source: Reproduced from Brentwood Borough : Retail and Commercial Leisure Study, 2014

Source: Reproduced from  Brentwood Economic Futures 2015-2030, Final Report, 2014
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0 2  I S S U E S

H O U S I N G  T R A J E C T O R Y
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H O U S I N G  C O M P L E T I O N S
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0 2  I S S U E S

B R E N T W O O D  S E T T L E M E N T  H I E R A R C H Y
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A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  B O U N D A R Y :  P A R I S H

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  B O U N D A R Y :  W A R D
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G R E E N  B E LT
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M E T R O P O L I T A N  G R E E N  B E LT

G R E E N  B E LT  C O M P A R I S O N

Brentwood

Total area:

Green Belt:

153,100 ha 

89%

Basildon

Total area:

Green Belt:

110,000 ha 

63%

Thurrock

Total area:

Green Belt:

163,400 ha

70%

Havering

Total area:

Green Belt:

112,300 ha

> 50%

Chelmsford

Total area:

Green Belt:

342,000 ha

34%

Epping Forest

Total area:

Green Belt:

339,000 ha

93%
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0 2  I S S U E S

E N V I R O N M E N T  A N D  B I O D I V E R S I T Y
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L A N D S C A P E  C H A R A C T E R
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0 2  I S S U E S

P O T E N T I A L  F L O O D  R I S K
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W A T E R  I N F I LT R A T I O N  P O T E N T I A L

G R O U N D W A T E R  V U L N E R A B I L I T Y
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0 2  I S S U E S

T R A N S P O R T  A N D  T R A V E L
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S C H O O L S  A N D  C A P A C I T Y
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0 2  I S S U E S

T O P O G R A P H Y
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S U P E R F A S T  E S S E X  B R O A D B A N D  R O L L O U T  M A P
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0 2  I S S U E S

E X I S T I N G  G Y P S Y  A N D  T R A V E L L E R  S I T E S
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K E Y  D I A G R A M
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       Find out more about the Local Plan at www.brentwood.gov.uk/localplan

       BrentwoodCouncil

       @Brenwood_BC

       To receive regular updates please send your email address to: 
       planning.policy@brentwood.gov.uk
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